
Knitting Basics:
How to Read a Knitting Pattern

Needle Art - HL-VT-017

TIPS & TRICKS:
•	Always knit a gauge swatch.
•	Buy enough yarn for your entire project so 

you can be assured of consistent color.
•	Write out the abbreviations on your 

pattern until they become second nature.

New to knitting? No sweat! 
Our easy-to-follow tutorial 
will show you how to read a 
knitting pattern with ease, so 
you can move on to the fun 
part—knit, purl...you go, girl!

INFORMATION 
COVERED IN VIDEO:
•	Skill level
•	Abbreviations
•	Finished size
•	Materials
•	Gauge
•	Assembly and finishing

GLOSSARY OF 
KNITTING 
ABBREVIATIONS:
•	CO - cast off
•	BO - bind off
•	K - knit
•	P - purl
•	St - stitch
•	Gst - garter stitch
•	St St - stockinette stitch
•	Rep - repeat
•	Beg - beginning
•	Tog - together
•	RS - right side
•	WS - wrong side
•	YO - yarn over
•	SSK - slip, slip, knit
•	K2tog - knit two together
•	PM - place marker

EXAMPLE

       	

DO NOT ALLOW CHILDREN TO COMPLETE PROJECTS ALONE. ADULT SUPERVISION REQUIRED.
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