
Oh,
That Bag!

WE’LL SHOW YOU HOW TO MAKE A CHIC LITTLE 

TOTE BAG USING FUN AND FABULOUS  

DUCK CLOTH FABRIC.. . . .NOW  

AVAILABLE IN STYLISH PRINTS  

AND PATTERNS!
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appliqué it!   
You’re gonna want to 
grab this bag! It’s got 
flower power down to 
an art with a bevy of 
imaginatively arranged 
appliqués. For a similar 
look, cut portions of 
the patterns from 
the same fabric that 
you’ve chosen for your 
tote. Then, randomly 
fray edges for added 
texture and interest, 
as shown, and stitch 
them into place. Voilà!
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slick chick (1)  Like water off a 
duck’s back? It sure is! That’s because we 
weatherproofed this tried-and-true version 
of our simple duck cloth tote with a clear 
vinyl overlay! 

pocket change (2)  Here’s a look 
that lets you stow and go! Add a handy front 
pocket, perfect for sunglasses, keys and cell 
phones. Our pocket measures approximately 
7 ½  x 7 ½˝.

bowed over (3)  Want a sweet take 
on our handy duck cloth tote? Add a pretty, 
tailored bow! We took the look of the bow 
from Simplicity pattern #6090.
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pretty pouch  (4)  An extra 
wide pocket makes this bag our pick 
for “practical and cute.” And there was 
nothing to it! Just measure the width of 
the bag, leaving a ½” seam allowance on 
both sides.

in the mix  (5)  Can’t pick your 
favorite print? This variation is all about 
mix and match! The tote features two of 
our adorable duck cloth designs.

ready ruffle  (6)  This bag has 
thrice the style with a trio of our adorable 
duck cloth prints...and a ruffle to boot! 
Just stitch a gathering stitch down the 
center of a strip of fabric…and pull!
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paris pockets! 	    
We went French and fancy 
for this cute little tote, 
with a pocket, a bow and a 
pair of très chic appliqués. 
The black portion of the 
tote was sewn together in 
two panels—that made it 
easier to attach the pocket. 
The appliqués were cut 
from our printed duck cloth 
and applied with fusible 
web (according to the 
manufacturer’s directions) 
before stitching. And the 
bow? Pink velvet ribbon, 
perfectly tied and stitched 
to secure.
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So. . . 
You 

Want  
to Sew 
a Tote 
Bag?

F o ll  ow  t h e s e  s i m p l e 
step-by-step  instr uct ions to 

m a k e  yo u r  v e r y  ow n  h i p  d u c k 
c l o t h  t o t e .  J u s t  c h o o s e  yo u r 
print and go! And if you want to 
change it  up, tweak the design 

to fit your personal style!
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6  Press fold with iron.5  Pin edges.

4  To make the handles,  place 
remaining strips on work 
surface. Fold each strip 
lengthwise, with patterned 
sides together.

3  Sew folded 
edges on each 
panel,  as shown.

•  Two 15 ½" x 19" fabric panels  
(for front and back of tote)

•   Two 5" x 30" fabric strips  
(for tote handles)

•  Sewing Machine
•  Iron
•  Thread
•  Ruler
•  Straight Pins
•  Scissors

supplies: 

1  Place panels on a flat 
work surface with 
patterned side down. 
On each panel, along 
one of the short 
sides, fold over fabric 
1 ½". Press  
with iron.

2  Pin folds.
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14  And you’re 
done! We’ll 
call it “craft 
and carry!”

13  Stitch sides and bottom of tote panels together with a ½˝ 
seam allowance, being sure to backstitch.

11  Pin panels together at sides with	
patterned sides of fabric together.

9  Using photo as a guide, place handles on the back side of 
tote panel. Using ruler for precise placement, place each 
handle 3" from side and 1" from top of tote. Pin in place 
to ensure accuracy.

10  Sew an  “X” joint for each 
handle end without lifting the needle 
from fabric until stitching is completed.

7  Sew each 
handle 
from one end 
to the other, 
using a ¼˝ seam 
allowance,  being 
sure to backstitch.

8  Turn each 
handle right 
side out. Iron along 
all edges for crisp folds.

12  Precisely pin bottom edges together.
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Do not allow children to complete projects alone. Adult supervision required.




